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SUMMARY 


al-Qa‘ida is a Global Organization with vast resources and is determined to hit 
Western targets. AQ remains a formidable adversary against the U.S, Western 
allies with democratic processes. Although AQ has succeeded by proxy, due to 
the Taliban’s ultimate win with Afghanistan like the DOHA agreement with the 
Taliban. AQ still has a sizable, recuperating force, global resources, and reach 
that can wreak havoc anywhere anytime. 


AQAP: al al-Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula 
Current Leadership Khalid Batarfi 


AQIS:al-Qa’ida in the Indian Subcontinent 

Leadership: Osama Mahmood is the current leader AQ is protected by Taliban in these regions. Sayf- Al Adl, his most 
likely successor, is reported to remain in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Leadership:Ayman al Zawahiri: AQ-emir is believed to be severely ill and in hiding in Afghanistan. 


AQIM: al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb 

Abu Ubaydah Yusef al Annabi: AQIM’s emir, a longtime senior member who succeeded Abdelmalek Droukdel after 
his death in June 2020; Major Affiliate Jama’a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM) West Africa Boko Haram; Lyad 
Ag Ghali maintains delegated authority on the Sahel region. With Algerian affiliates of AQIM barely surviving and 
JNIM expanding, Ag Ghali may surpass Al-Anabi in seniority. Fighting with ISIS over Gold & ideology. Nigeria, Algeria 
EAST Africa Somalia Harakat Al-Shabaab Al-Mujahidin (Al-Shabaab)Al-Shabaab leader Anmed Omar Abu Ubaidah 


BACKGROUND & SOURCE 


Sometime in the 1990s, deceased al-Qa’ida leader Osama bin Laden vowed a “Pledge of 
Allegiance” to Mullah Omar, then the leader of the Taliban. In the Islamic language, the pledge is 
called “Bay’ah”.In 2021 the Taliban entered Kabul on Aug. 15, without any resistance from the 
Afghan army or the country's president, Ashraf Ghani, who had fled the country. The majority of 


C.I.A stations or outposts had also been abandoned. By Aug 30th, all U.S, NATO, and coalition 
forces vacated the country including, most of the media, there were several groups of people 
left behind. 


On September 19th, 2021, further restrictions were placed on the existing journalists and media. 
The Taliban gave 11 additional journalism requirements. Official Detailed reports by the 
Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team U.N, received credible allegations that 
several former Afghan government officials and associates had been killed and buried by the 
new Taliban-controlled government, known as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan . 


An intel briefing written by The Soufan Center, based on June 21 U.N reporting by the 
monitoring team, indicates that AQ is still present in at least 15 provinces of Afghanistan. They 
continue to rebuild their terror network despite the DOHA agreement. According to a more 
recent U.N report dated 7/21/21 and recent AQ video production, they indicate that the current 
leader of Al-Qaeda central, Ayman al-Zawahri, (the successor to OBL), is still alive, but in ill 
health. OBL was killed in Abbottabad Pakistan, on May 02, 2011. 

The report also states, “Al-Qaida is resident in at least 15 Afghan provinces, primarily in the 
east, southern and south-eastern regions, and are led by Al-Qaida’s Jabhat-al-Nasr wing under 
the direction of Sheikh Mahmood.” This 2020 Assessment by American Enterprise Institute 
predicted that training & recruitment was still occurring before the DOHA agreement and would 
continue long after. In October 2021 it was reported that deceased AQ leader Osama bin 
Laden’s son Abdallah Bin Laden, visited KABUL to meet with Taliban leadership on 10/21. 


The June report indicated with confidence that the HAQQANI Network remains as the liaison 
between AQ leadership & the Taliban. The HAAQANNI Network is a vast network of terrorist 
organizations with influence from Pakistan and the Taliban stemming from long-term relations. 
The current Taliban hierarchy has intentionally embedded Haqqani leaders as part of its 
structure, one of which, Sirodan Haqqani who is on the U.S’s FBI most wanted list. 


02/0622 media reports indicate that border tensions, disagreements, and infighting with 
Pakistan, India & the Taliban may be the next cause of concern. As highlighted in the U.N 
report, it is said that AQ will likely focus on tactics and strategies more local to the AQ core 
(AQIS) to solidify jinadi doctrine and ideology throughout the region. Simultaneously, other 
regional battles will be conducted in their respective area of operation (AQIM,AQAP), mainly by 
proxy or through known affiliates. 


Additional, long standing rifts over the territory of Jammu & Kashmir and the many militant 
groups, such as TTP (Pakistani Taliban) and areas such as Baluchistan are also a current 
concern. Violent activity continues to occur with many known AQ affiliates in regions such as 
AQIS (Af-Pak), AQAP (Yemen), & AQIM(Africa). The report also states that AQ is likely, 
successfully, attempting to remain low key, and off of media, & intelligence radars. 


This would be an effort to help the Taliban maintain international relations, as they pertain to 
Taliban rule over the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. It also allows them the opportunity to 


recuperate,recruit and train for future conflicts. AQ is essentially embedded within the Taliban 
ranks making them indistinguishable from each other. Especially from the perspective of 
“outside looking in. Radical jinadi ideology (Salafi/Wahabi) is still being spread through various 
social media methods including recruitment, planning,tactics etc. This allows AQ to have an 
unlimited reach including the U.S. 


ANALYSIS 


Using CTG’s “Actual LIVEDTAR Database”, | selected several terrorist attacks that occurred 
within the last 30 days of this report. The criteria for selection was that they were in a region in 
which AQ was known to operate. Each of these links to articles, has been cross referenced 
against another source. They all indicate that the group responsible for the attack was highly 
likely to be an affiliate of Al Qaeda. At the initial reporting none of these incidents indicated the 
responsible group. 


AFRICOM 
On 2/2/22 In Burkina Faso there were militant attacks in several areas. One specifically by 


CODECO an AQIM Affiliate in addition to JNIM also an affiliate? 


02/21/22 gunman attacked in Nigeria using firearms and killed 11 people. The attack was 
completed by Boko Haram. BH is a Nigeria based organization anda known AQIM affiliate. 


Somalia based Al- Shabab is linked to AQ & BH conducted an attack in KENYA. 
CENTCOM/PACOM 


AQIS CODE 

1/31/22 An_assaination of a Christian priest in PAKISTAN by Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). 
The TTP is composed of the Meshud Group & Punjabi Taliban whose focus is on the Kashmir 
conflict. They are linked to AQ. See article: Rlse of New Pakistani Taliban 

1/29/22 Head Officer/Constable was Killed in Jammu Kashmir . As a follow-up. It was found that 
the_group who killed him was Lashkar-e-Taiba: They have strong past LINKs to AQ especially 


with regard to harboring and training of AQ members. 
NORTHCOM 
This was demonstrated by the recent hostage crisis on 1/16/22 at a Texas Synagoque, by a 


British radical Islamist. The suspect was killed . His motive and reasoning was solely for the 
freedom of convicted Pakistani radical named “Lady Al-Qaeda”. Aafia Siddiqui is reported to be 
a known associate of AQ members. Her incarceration has been controversial with many 
including AQ demanding her release in the past. 


CONCLUSION/ASSESSMENT 


AQ was elated when the U.S pulled out of Afghanistan. They had been waiting patiently 
for this to occur. AQ throughout the 20 year war expanded its global operations, 
strengthened its bonds & relationships where possible . AQ is still very present in all 
active regions AQIM,AQIS,AQAP. It is highly likely that AQIS is deeply embedded within 
the Taliban to mask it’s operations and conceal recruiting, training activities.. AQ 


appears to be active mostly in AQIM Africa (Sahel). The majority of their fighting is done 
with other jihadi factions like ISIS, fighting over ideolgy and gold resources. They 
appear to be minimalizing innocent casualties and primarily focusing on military & L/E 
targets depending on the region and target. It is probable that AQ has its affiliates carry 
out attacks on its behalf. It’s probable that AQIS may be so embedded that it’s 
participating in operations against Pakistan and possibly India. It is also highly likely that 
AQ is being very “Low Key” to ensure U.S. & Taliban relations ensue. It would also 
make sense that the Biden administration may soon be releasing seized funds back to 
the Afghan Emirate, for the purposes of economic relief. No doubt, its highly probable, 
somehow this money will be used for terrorist financing. Many territorial battles are 
happening between the different tribes causing much infighting between everyone. AQ 
will very likely always maintain the capability of “Lone Terrorist” attacks which usually 
cost nothing to finance. Attacks against Pakistan and India are iminent, specifically 
Kashmir and Balochistan territories. It is likely this will occur from a homegrown violent 
extremist (HVE) or domestic terrorist type threat. The majority of Lone Wolf attacks are 
caused by online radicalization. Al Qaeda specifically targets western interests both 
domestic and foreign. They are highly likely increasing the targeting of people in India & 
Bangladesh for recruitment, into their jihadist ideology for the purpose of radicalization 
and future terrorist attacks. 
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